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The Carnal Man and the Law
Romans 7:14-25

Introduction: 

Chapter 7 teaches us about the Law along three lines:

1) The Spiritual Man
2) The Natural Man
3) The Carnal Man.

We found that: 

1) The Spiritual man was delivered by the law
2) The Natural man was doomed by the law

In verse 14-25 we will see that:

3) The Carnal man is defeated by the Law.

Apart from Christ: Meaning that he is trying to defeat sin in his life by his own power.

His Problem: What the Law demands; the flesh cannot deliver. The gap is very large.

I. The Believer is a Slave to Sin – 7:14-17
	
A. The Statement – 7:14		 

“For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.”

The word “carnal” is not used of unbelievers, but believers.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3
“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able.

“Sold under sin” - There are some aspects our sinful past that we will not lose until we go to Jesus or He comes for us, notably our physical bodies and the prospect of sickness and death. 

On the other hand our soul/spirit has been redeemed. The “flesh” must be dealt with as long as we are in this life. This phrase “sold under sin” is slave-market-slang. He is a believer, but still carnal, attempting to live under his own power instead of the power available to him by the Holy Spirit.

B. The Proof – 7:15-16

Paul’s Problem:

“For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.”

It is almost as though Paul is standing outside of himself, observing his own actions.
He is like a little boy (whose honest answer as to why he did something wrong) is, “I don’t know”.

“If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good.”

Since he realizes that what he has done is wrong, then he can (and must) agree that the source that condemns him is correct, i.e. the law is good.

C. The Conclusion – 7:17

“But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.”

“Now” I take to mean, “Now that I see the conflict and realize that, although I did the actions, I did it against my will

I know: 

1. That the law is good,  
2. That I did not will to do those things,

Therefore, it is sin dwelling in me that is causing the trouble.
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II. The Believer Cannot Produce Righteousness – 7:18-20
	
A. The Statement – 7:18

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”

Notice: he is not saying that there is nothing good in me, but in my flesh there is nothing good. He is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, Who will not leave him, forever. (John 14:16)
	
B. The Proof – 7:19

“For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.”

These two forces in the believer are elsewhere called “natures” – the old fallen nature from Adam and new nature, received at salvation.

A nature is best described as a “complex of attributes (abilities).” (Charles Ryrie) A Nature cannot make decisions for me, but, operating in the new nature I am able to live a life pleasing to the Lord.

Paul, at that time in his life, has tried to live his life and fight sin using only his own resources in his flesh with no success.

C. The Conclusion – 7:20

“Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.”

III. The Cycle of Sin is Reducible to a Law – 7:21-25
	
A. The Statement – 7:21

“I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good.”

The “law” he speaks about is not the Mosaic Law but a principle (rule, “le”) that he has learned from his experience.

This law or principle is the reality of ever-present evil in an individual whenever he wants to do good.

B. The Proof – 7:22-23

“For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.”

His inner man is the “new nature” which he received at his salvation. In that “new man” he delights in the law of God. (See Col. 4:16 and Eph. 3:16).

The psalmist did the same in Psalm 119:16, 24, 47, and in Psalm 2:1-2 - The blessed (Happy) man meditates in the law of the Lord, day and night.

“But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.”

The “law of my mind” = the New Nature.
The “law of sin in my members” = the old Nature 

C. The Conclusion – 7:24-25

“O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from body of this death?”

Paul has come to the end of himself; he must have help. Is there any help available to free me from the power of sin? YES!

It is the same One Who freed you from the penalty of sin, Jesus Christ our Lord.

“I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”

Conclusion:
